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We have realized that our flight was but a 
solitary fingerpost to the air-traffic — safe, com- 
fortable and voluminous — ^that in a few years 
will pass above the Atlantic Ocean; and even 
had the winning of the competition brought us 
no other benefits, each of us would have re- 
mained well content to be pioneers of this aerial 
entente which is destined to play such an im- 
portant part in the political and commercial 
friendship between Great Britain and America. 
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By Friday evening the last coat of dope was 
dry, and nothing had been overlooked. The 
only articles missing were some life-saving 
suits, which we were expecting from the United 
States. Long afterwards we discovered that 
these had been delivered to the Bank of Mon- 
treal, where the oflScials, believing that the case 
contained typewriters, stored it in their cellars. 

Alcock and I went to bed at 7 P. M. on Friday 
while the mechanics remained all night with 
the machine, completing the filling of the tanks 
and moving it to the position chosen for the 
start. We were called before dawn, and joined 
them on the aerodrome at 3 :30 A. M. an Jmie 
the fourteenth. 
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reach Ireland, Alcock turned the machine in a 
wide semi-circle and headed eastward, while 
climbing away from the ocean and towards the 
lowest donds. 
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such craft are accomplished facts, and when 
further progress has been made in solving 
weather and navigation problems, we may look 
for transatlantic flights on a commercial basis. 
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angular distance is described — ^this being found 
by suitable sights, attached to the Drift Bear- 
ing Plate. From the result, considered in con- 
junction with the height of the aeroplane or 
airship, the actual speed over the surface is 
calculated. This speed will be in the direction 
shown by the wire of the Drift Bearing Plate. 

The ground speed so found will differ nearly 
always from the air speed, as shown by the air 
speed meter, because of the effect of the wind. 
The difference is greater or less according to 
the wind's relation to the direction in which the 
aeroplane or airship is headed. 

Having found by observation the drift, the 
ground speed and the air speed, a simple in- 
strument such as the Appleyard Course and 
Distance Calculator then permits the aerial 
navigator to discover without difficulty, as on 
a slide rule, the strength and direction of the 
wind. Should the actual track of aircraft over 
the earth's surface not coincide with the de- 
sired course, the Course and Distance Calcula- 
tor, or a similar instrument, can thus be used 
to calculate, in connection with the wind veloc- 
ity and direction already found, the direction 
in which the nose of the craft must be pointed 
in order to correct the deviation due to drift. 
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come thousands, and the longer distances are as 
well served by airships as are the shorter dis- 
tances by aeroplanes, the world's air age wiU 
be in sight. 
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